
Talking Points on the Summer Meals Act (S. 2527/H.R. 5012) 

 

The Summer Meals Act of 2014 (S. 2527/H.R. 5012), introduced by Senators Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and Lisa 

Murkowski (R-AK) and Reps. Don Young (R-AK) and Rick Larsen (D-WA), would strengthen, protect, and expand 

access to the Summer Nutrition Programs for children.   

 

Summer Nutrition Programs (the Summer Food Service Program and the National School Lunch Program) 

provide federal funding to serve nutritious meals and snacks during summer break when low-income children lose 

access to free and reduced-price school meals. The meals are served at sites such as summer programs, summer 

school, parks and recreation centers, and community centers located in a low-income area or that serve primarily 

low-income children. Most sites offer learning, enrichment, and recreational activities in addition to nutritious meals. 

 

The negative impact of hunger on children’s health is indisputable: Hunger hurts.  Research conducted by 

Children’s HealthWatch and reported on by Feeding America [Child Food Insecurity: The Economic Impact on Our 

Nation] finds food-insecure children are 90% more likely to have their overall health reported as “fair/poor” rather 

than “excellent/good” than kids from food-secure homes.  The research also linked food insecurity to increased 

hospitalizations, developmental problems, headaches, stomachaches and even colds. 

 

Summer Nutrition Programs are an effective tool against child hunger; however, not enough children have 

access to these essential programs.  In July 2013, nearly three million children ate summer lunch on an average 

day, reaching only one in seven of the low-income children who rely on school lunch during the school year. 

 

The bipartisan, bicameral Summer Meals Act will fight child hunger during the summer months in four 

important ways: 

 

1) Expand Eligibility for Summer Education and Meals Programs  

The current definition for Summer Meals Program requires that 50% of the children in the area be eligible 

for free or reduced-price school meals. The proposed legislation would update the area eligibility from 50% 

to 40%, allowing communities with significant numbers of low-income, hungry children to receive meals and 

continue learning throughout the summer.  

 

2) Reduce Red Tape for Public-Private Partnerships   

The Act would reduce the red tape by allowing public and private organizations to complete one program 

application so that they can provide children meals after school, on weekends, and during school holidays. 

 

3) Improve Nutrition in Rural and Underserved Areas  

Transportation is one of the biggest barriers to Summer Nutrition participation due to the distances that 

children must travel to get to a site. The Act would provide transportation for underserved areas and 

promote innovative and creative ways to increase access to summer meals.  

 

4) Prevent Children from Skipping a Meal  

The Summer Meals Act would provide the option of serving two meals and a snack or three meals so that 

children can continue learning throughout the day. 

 

The Summer Meals Act will help our community’s children and the entire community.  The Summer Meals 

Act will help fight childhood hunger and obesity; keep children safe, learning, and out of trouble; and provide states 

with federal child nutrition funding that will create jobs and generate economic activity. 

 

The Jewish community has a strong commitment to protecting the most vulnerable among us.  Fighting 

hunger, particularly among children, is one of our top priorities.  We believe feeding America’s hungry children is 

not a political decision, but a moral one.   

http://feedingamerica.org/SiteFiles/child-economy-study.pdf
http://feedingamerica.org/SiteFiles/child-economy-study.pdf

