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About JAHM 
 
May is Jewish American Heritage Month!  Now in its tenth year, Jewish American 
Heritage Month (JAHM) is an opportunity to highlight the contributions of Jewish 
individuals and communities.  This year, the Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
commemorates JAHM by promoting the theme “Celebrating New Americans.”  We invite 
you to join us by lifting up the voices and celebrating the accomplishments of New 
Americans, from today and from generations past. 
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About JCPA 
 
The Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA) is the American Jewish community’s 
umbrella agency for multi-issue organizations engaged in public policy and community 
relations.  Our membership includes 16 national organizations and 125 local affiliates.  
We work with government representatives, the media, and a wide array of religious, 
ethnic, and civic organizations to address a broad range of public policy concerns and 
share the Jewish community’s consensus perspectives. 
 
 
How to Get Involved 
 

 Contribute to JCPA’s New Americans Story Project 
 
One of JCPA’s initiatives for JAHM is the New Americans Story Project, where we are 
highlighting stories of New Americans.  You can join us by contributing your, your 
family’s, or your community’s story.  This story could be a brief, one-sentence 
description, or a longer anecdote.  It could be about you, your parents, or a distant 
relative.  It might also be the story of a community member, or someone your 
organization assisted.   
 
We will highlight these New American stories in a variety of formats – from 140-
character tweets to 500-word blog posts – so please don't feel limited in what you share. 
 
Click here to contribute individual, family, or community stories celebrating New 
Americans to JCPA’s New Americans Story Project. 
 
New Americans Story Project URL: http://bit.ly/1P7iAgl 
 

 Get the Word Out on Social Media 
 
Use #JAHM and #NewAmericans when tweeting, and be sure to follow JCPA on Twitter 
(@thejcpa) and Facebook. 
 
Here are a few sample tweets to get you started: 
 

 Join me and @thejcpa as we celebrate #NewAmericans for Jewish American 
Heritage Month this May! #JAHM 

 This May, [organization name] celebrates #NewAmericans for Jewish American 
Heritage Month. #JAHM 

 Join in the fun of Jewish American Heritage Month by sharing your family or 
community’s #NewAmericans story http://bit.ly/1P7iAgl #JAHM 
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JCPA also encourages you to share photos of New Americans on social media, like 
these sample graphics, Albert Einstein taking his oath of citizenship in 1940, or Jewish 
immigrants learning to vote, circa 1935. 
 

          
 
 

 Host a Panel on Celebrating New Americans 
 
Start a conversation in your community by hosting a panel discussion on JAHM and 
New Americans.  Ideas for events include: 

o Highlighting immigrants who contribute to the community or to your organization. 
o Discussing the New American story of the local Jewish community.  Invite local 

historians or individuals to tell their personal stories. 
o Promoting ways your community can support New Americans.  Invite local 

immigration coalition members or direct service providers to share opportunities. 
 

 Participate in the White House JAHM/New Americans Conference Call 
 
JCPA will host a conference call on the White House’s New Americans Task Force.  
Details of the call, which will be held in mid-late May, will be announced soon.  For more 
information, visit JCPA’s website at jewishpublicaffairs.org, or sign up for our weekly 
newsletter, JCPActs. 
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Resources 
 
 
Press Release Template 
  
[DATE] 
  
[PRESS CONTACT/NAME 
XXX-XXX-XXXX 
XXXXX@XXXXX.org] 
  

[ORGANIZATION] IS PROUD TO SUPPORT JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

 
[Organization] Joins the Jewish Council for Public Affairs in a Celebration of New 

Americans 
  
 
CITY, STATE – Today [ORGANIZATION] announced its participation in Jewish 
American Heritage Month, a month to celebrate the contributions Jewish Americans 
have made to America since they first arrived in New Amsterdam in 1654.  Now in its 
tenth year, Jewish American Heritage Month is an opportunity to highlight the 
contributions of Jewish individuals and communities.  This year, [ORGANIZATION] joins 
the Jewish Council for Public Affairs by promoting the theme “Celebrating New 
Americans.” 
  
[INSERT ORGANIZATION QUOTE ON WHY JAHM’S CELEBRATION OF NEW 
AMERICANS IS IMPORTANT TO THEM] 
 
[ADD DETAILS ON ORGANIZATION’S EFFORTS TO SUPPORT JAHM AND DETAILS 
OF ANY UPCOMING EVENTS] 
  
ABOUT THE JEWISH COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
  
The Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA) is the American Jewish community’s 
umbrella agency for multi-issue organizations engaged in public policy and community 
relations.  Our membership includes 16 national organizations and 125 local affiliates.  
We work with government representatives, the media, and a wide array of religious, 
ethnic, and civic organizations to address a broad range of public policy concerns and 
share the Jewish community’s consensus perspectives. 
  

### 
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Online Resources 
 
JCPA New Americans Story Project 
http://bit.ly/1P7iAgl 
 
White House Task Force on New Americans 

 New Americans Project Website 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/immigration/new-americans  

 Task Force Report 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/final_tf_newamericans_report
_4-14-15_clean.pdf  

 
Library of Congress Records on JAHM 
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/jewish-heritage.php 
 
 
Contact JCPA 
 
Please contact Jill Borak, JCPA Policy Manager at the Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
at jborak@thejcpa.org with questions, or to share how your community is celebrating 
new Americans! 
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